Cost

There is no charge for a baptism service. In all of our services an offering is taken at which we have an opportunity to give to the work of the church.

Godparents

Being asked to be a godparent is always a real privilege and shows that you have a special place in the family.

You are asked to promise that you will love and encourage the child in the Christian faith by prayer, example and teaching. Parents should try to find people who can make the promises and mean them. Remember there is no right or wrong number of godparents; have as many or as few as you wish. 

For more information, please contact the Vicar:

Rev Caroline Hewlett

The Vicarage, Reeth, N.Yorks.

DL11 6TR

Tel. 01748 884706

carolinehewlett@hotmail.com




The Parish of Swaledale with Arkengarthdale
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Information about Baptism


Welcome

We hope that your baby's baptism will be a memorable occasion and that it will mark the beginning of a lifelong journey with God. Sometimes a baptism can remind us of how much we have let our own Christian life slip. It can also be an opportunity to affirm our trust in God and to make a fresh start.

We hope this information will help you with some of your questions about Baptism. 

Will you baptise our baby? 

We will, and we look forward to welcoming you and your family to celebrate this important occasion. With you we will thank God for the birth of your baby, name the child with its Christian name and welcome a new member into the Christian family of the Church. 
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If you are an adult who was not baptised as a child then we hope that baptism may be something that you would consider for yourself. You can be baptised at the same time as your child, if you wish.

This leaflet will give you some information about baptism; please contact the Vicar if you have further questions and she will be pleased to talk with you.

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=spirit world"When will the baptism take place? 

Baptisms take place in the main Sunday Morning Service at church, because part of the service is the welcoming of the child by the congregation. The congregation promises that it will help you give your child a Christian upbringing, by praying for you and your child and welcoming you all into the family of faith Sunday by Sunday. 

You can choose to have your baptised in any of the churches in this United Parish. 

The service times are:

1st & 3rd Sunday in the month

Muker 
9.15am

Low Row 
11.00am

2nd & 4th Sunday in the month

Grinton
        9.30am

Arkengarthdale  11.15am

Muker family Service 6pm

2. The Sign of the Cross 

The vicar will make the sign of the cross on the forehead of the child using the water. This is a sign to remind us of how Christ died for each one of us on the cross. As Christ died for us so we are now signed with the cross to remind us that we must not be ashamed to profess our faith and fight against all that is evil. 

3. The Lighted Candle

You will be presented with a candle for your child to show that in baptism we pass from darkness to light. Jesus is described in the Bible as the Light of the World and as Christians we are to shine as lights in the world. 

Welcoming your Child

At the end of the baptism the congregation joins in to welcome the child into the family of faith.

Recording the Baptism

A permanent record of the baptism with family details is recorded in the official registers of the church. A copy of this is given to you in the form of a certificate, which you will receive as a reminder of this day.

What is baptism? 

· A chance for all the family to get together, to celebrate and to thank God for the new life which he has given. 

· It is a time when we remember that as well as being a member of a human family your child is a part of God’s family too, the family of the Church. 

· It is a sacrament - an outward and visible sign of God's love. 

Why do we baptise babies?

Most parents feel a need to say ‘thank you’ for the wonderful gift of their child. The giver is of course the God who gives life to us all. 

Jesus told his disciples to baptise people who wanted to become Christians and to join the church. 

In the baptism service we also pray that one day the child will want to declare their own faith and to confirm the baptism vows which have been made on their behalf: this is called Confirmation. If you would like to know more about Confirmation please ask the Vicar. 

The Promises

Parents and godparents will be invited to gather around the font. 

The minister says: 

You have brought this child to baptism. You must now declare before God and His Church the Christian faith into which she/he is to be baptised, and in which you will help her/him to grow. You must answer for yourself and for her/him. 


Do you believe and trust in God the Father, who made the world? 
Answer: I believe and trust in him 


Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ, who redeemed mankind? 
Answer: I believe and trust in him 


Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God? 
Answer: I believe and trust in him 

Parents and Godparents make the promises for themselves and also for the child. 

It is important to make sure that you can honestly say these promises and only you can truthfully know that. If you feel unable to say these things then we also offer a Service of Thanksgiving for a Child. Please talk to the Vicar if you think that this might be a better option for you.


There are three questions:

Do you turn to Christ? 
You will answer - I turn to Christ 

(= I want to change direction. I accept that my life is not totally my own. I acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and I will try to follow his teaching and his guidance for my life day by day.)

Do you repent of your sins? 
You will answer - I repent of my sins 

(= I'm sorry about the past and I know that I am accountable to God for my actions and thoughts. I can never be perfect but as I admit what is wrong he forgives and accepts me.)

Do you renounce evil? 
You will answer - I renounce evil 

(= I know that I sometimes have to make choices between good and evil. I want to set the evil behind me and from now on I will always try to choose the good.)

Symbols used in the Baptism Service

1. Water

Water is a sign of cleansing and also an important sign of life. Water symbolises how we are all washed clean by God and forgiven and accepted by him. As we cannot live without water so this sign reminds us that we all need the cleansing and renewing presence of God in our lives. 

